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MORAL DUTIES. 
(Continucd from No. 6.) 


The law requires us to meditate on the unity of God according to the best 
of our judgment ; 


“know, therefore, this day, and reflect in thine heart”. This expression 
“ reflect in thine heart” refers to study and meditation, as it is expressed by 
Isaiah, 3 


x nyt os aw 

King David ("P}"})) says to his son, Solomon, “Solomon, my son, know 
the God of thy father and serve him with a perfect heart”; and further, we 
fndin Psalms ‘55 3p" “ Know that the Lord he is Ged”. 


WIAIWS 


- “] will exalt him because he has known my name”. Our wise men likewise 
say “ Continue diligently to study the law, that you may know how to answer 


the ON, And the holy has 


“For it is your wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the nations”. 
Surely, therefore, the nations cannot praise us asa wise and intelligent peeple 
ifwe do not give proof of the greatness and power cf our law, by being true 
to the belief in the unity of the one God ; and we hence conclude that we are 
bound both spiritually and morally to dive into the depths of subjects apper- 
taining to the Almighty, in order that we may become perfectly acquainted 
with mas and deeply impressed with their truth. 


CuaPTER Ath. 


But which is the road we are to pursue for the acquirement of the knowledge 
of the unity? And what is it requisite to know to arrive at the conviction 
that there is but one God? It is first essential that we should become 
sensible that there is a God; then we should reflect on what He is, how He 
exists, and for what end. But as the knowledge permitted to be attained 
to by man is very limited, and we are not allowed to enquire too closely into 
what or how God is, we must be content to convince ourselves that He is 
alone, One; we may consider the nature of His unity, and also of the 
various descriptions of unity, for by this method of reflection we shall 
arrive at the true idea of His unity, as is written in Deuteronomy, 


pow 
“Hear, oh! Israel, the Lord, thy God, the Lord is One.” We must 
likewise enquire, if, in the beginning this world had a Creator, or not; if it 
had one, or more then one; if he were an active and the true one or 


— 


pass've: and when we have satisfied ourselves on these points, we shall have 
learned the true nature of the unity of God, at least, so far as is permitted to 
our weak understandings, 
(To be continued.) 
Exposition of the portion Exodus, chap. 21, 1. 

This portion contains the principal part of those laws which were to 
regulate the social lives of the Israelites; ordinances, the due observance of 
which could not fail to render their moral condition happy ; and. statutes for 
the preservation of good feeling among equals— of forbearance ‘on the part of 
the rich—gratitude on that of the poor. To descant,on all the cominands, 
would render our exposition too elaborate; we shall, therefore, content 
vurselves with noticing a few of those which apply as well to our present 
state as to the condition of our ancestors. We find, that if a man became a 
servant he. was not to remain so forever; but, in order that the spirit of 
liberty might not be deadened within him, that he might sever forget he was 
as much a creature under God’s protection as his more affluent master, at the 
end of seven years he was lberated; if, however, unwilling to become 
‘master of his own actions, he should voluntarily persist in continuing in 

servitude, then he should remain the vassal of another till the jubilee ; but so 
little did God desire to countenance this mean desire for slavery, that He 
ordained if any one were found so vitiated as to refuse to become free, he 
should be publicly branded as a serf, that generous hearts might know how 
to meet him, We conclude, then, from this, that it was never the intention 
of the Almighty, that man should tyrannize over man—that one human 
being should be born to command—another to serve: but that all should be 
equally masters of their own fate, or, at least, that there should be no 
hereditary bondage. Man, therefore, is bound to exert himself to rise in the 
world, and to assist the advancement of those beneath him: the path to 
heaven is open to all, so, likewise, should be the road to distinction here ; 
and it is our duty, while seeking our own advantage, not to check the 
endeavours of others. Unintentional crimes were likewise provided for—and- 
if a man involuntarily fell into error, he was not to be punished in the same 
manner as one who deliberately and premeditatedly sinned; due allowance 
was to be made, and the will, not the deed, considered. We should never 
lose sight of this merciful regulation, but if our neighbour should un- 
designedly offend us’ by a thoughtless word, or an inconsiderate act, we 
should bearin mind that man is frail and liable to err, and should extend 
the same forgiveness to him as a kind Providence would grant to us should 
we unwittingly offend it. Usury is strictly prohibited ; God, who requires 
no interest whatever, for the wealth he bestows cn us, forbids us to ask any 
immoderate payment for that part of our superfluous money we spare to a 


4 


Wii 
= 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
4 


70 THE JEWISIl CHRONICLE. 


= 


distressed man. 11 is, as we have before observed, essential for the pre- 
servation of human happiness, that we mutually depend on and assist each 
other ; kindness is the tie that binds man toman, sympathy the origin of all 
softer emotions of our nature—and dimmed, indeed, is the lustre of a kind 
act that has aught of self-interest in it. How do we admire that forgetfulness 
of his own convenience, that prompts man to love, and sacrifice all to the 


comfort of another. How sweet is the recollection, even amid scrrow and 


anguish, of one trifling act of generosity, how solacing when disappointments 


weigh down the mind, is the thought that others have not been disappointed 


by us. Remember, therefore, ye who read, that you are required by God 


to do a favor without looking for a reward ; and, that if you do it, not only 
His protection will not be withheld from you, but the blessings of the poor, 
the widow, and the orphan showered on you will rise more grateful to heaven 


than incense or sacrifice, and you will be happy. Take no usury, no, not 


even of words, let the consciousness of doing geod be your proudest con- 
solation—but let it be only the secret consciousness ; blazon not your deeds 
of charity to the world at the head of a subscription list, but “ do good by 
stealth, and blush to find it fame”: like the sun, dispense the benign influence 
of your smile to all—wait not tll you are asked, but voluntarily penetrate 
into the abodes of poverty and leave a brigh* track to mark the course you 
have taken—not the track traced by men’s tongues, but that which begins in 


the heart, and which no lapse of time or distance can obliterate. 


WEST LONDON SYNAGOGUE OF BRITISH JEWS. 


Prevented by the prohihitory proclamation of the ecclesiastical authorities 
of the community. as well as by our own feelings, from attending the opening 
of the above syragogue, we are compelled to take our information from 
other reports, and to form our opinion accordingly thereon. The “ Morning 
Chronicle” of Friday last contains a paragraph on this subject, in which it 

observes, in allusion to the term * British Jews”, as follows; “The names, 
indicating a connection between the natives of Great Britain professing the 
Jewish religion, and the country from which their ancestors emigrated, have 
been passed over, and the present more appropriate designation of British 
_ Jews adopted to efface the distinction between the German and Portuguese 
Jews, and not in any way to constitute a new distinction in a Teligious 
_pornt of view between the Jews of Great Britain and those of any other 
country”. Now, so far from this statement being correct,—so far from the 
above objects being the real motives of the parties promoting this new esta- 
biishment, it is notorious to all Jews, whether German or Portuguese— 
whether of Great Britain or any other country, that the establishment of this 
congregation, under the utle of “ British Jews’, hae created new distinction 
both in a re igious as well asa mominal point ef view, greater than ever 
existed among Jews prior to its formation. We can, however, readily make 
allowances for the error into which the writer of that paragraph may have 
tallen; believing him tv have received his instructions from some one 
interested in the matter, without which he must have been totally unac- 
quainted with its mature ; but we cannot excuse the want of fidelity in the 
parues who thas misled him, and who, by their sophistry, displayed 
throughout the whole paragraph, seem almost ashamed of the true nature of 
their proceedings. It is impossible for them to plead ignoranee of 
their real position as Jews, because, in our last number we published a 
copy of the Declaration issued by the Rev. Chief Rabbi Doctor Solomon 


Hirschel and the ecclesiastical authorities, forbidding every member of the | 


House of Israel from holding communion with them in aay religious rite 
or sacred act ; and this religious distinction (at once a@ contradiction to the 
statement of the “* Morning Chronicle”) does sot arise from any desire to 
create unnecessary separation, but it is the consequence ef the obdurate 
determination of the persons calling themselves “ British Jews”, te make 
alterations in our ritual and forms of prayer, not sanctioned by the principles 
of our faith, nor the ecclesiastical authorities of the religion, and of their 
pertinacious rejection of the authority of the oral law. Now we would 
engaire of the “ Morning Chronicle”, what would be its opinion of a new 
sect of seceders who should rise on the ostensible principle of reconciling 
the distinctions existing between the church-and the innumerable dissenters 


| 
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therefrom? Why, that such a body, instead of effacing any of those dis- 
tinctions, would be adding ove to the number already in existence, and 
that the supporters of any such system would well deserve, at least, the 
title of zealots. Such, precisely, is the analogy of the present case of the 
“ British Jews”, and such, also, must be the conclusion of every rational 
and thinking being, The paragraph to which we have alluded, further states, 
“ that the synagogue has been opened to afford a place for divine worship w 
the Jews residing in the western part of the metropolis, no other being within 
a mile or a mile and ahalf’. We grant this, yet, supposing that we are 
disposed to give them credit for this apparently innocuous and justifiable 
motise, the illegitimate course by which they have effected their object 
condemns the propriety and innocence of their intention, and leaves them 

without a single redeeming merit to fall back upon wherewith to conceal the 
spirit of disunion mixed up with the principles of their actions, because 
they were definitively offered a synagogue westward, provided they would 
receive it upon the forms and principles of the present existing ones, and 
under the sanction and control of the authorities already established ; but 
this they peremptorily refused, and would submit to no stipulation of prin- 
ciple in the erection of their new building: this fact may be fully corroborated 
by the ample testimony recorded on the minutes of the proceedings which 
took place upon this subject in the meetings of the Portuguese community. 
They have, it is true, accomplished the opening of a place of worship upon 
their own plan, and we can only say that theirs is not the first nor yet the 
only pnrpose which has been achieved by man in opposition to the Divine 
Will; yet much as we deplore the hallucination by which these deluded 
beings have been led astray and brought into their present incongruous 
cendition, we now feel assured that it is only by the infinite power of God’s 
workings on the human heart, that we may hope for any conviction on their 

minds of their own error, by which alone they can ever anticipate restoration 
to that state of religious union in the community hitherto so deservedly 

enjoyed by them, but from which the continuance in their present course 

must in future for ever exclude them. 


A DISCOURSE ON THE HISTORY AND MORALITY OF THE 
JEWISH FAITEL. 


Addressed to the Junior Branches of the Hebrew Community. 
( Continued.) 


I am further justified in the high title I have claimed for the Jewish moral 
doctrine, when I look back to the moral codes of other antient nations, How 
with them could morality be "pure, when its twin sister, religion, was 
debased and degraded. 

When universal misrule was over the world, and men seemed to have no 
regard to each other, except in the exercise of oppression by the strong 
over the weak; when the wickedness of man was great over the earth, 
a small nation arose, gathering like a “little cloud in the east”, differing 
from all other nations, “ their laws were diverse from all other people”, and 
they beamed alone—a moral meteor in the world’s darkness. By degrees, 
their manners were noted, their customs were enquired isto, their laws 
were copied, their morality was diffused, and the world was. civilized. 


_ When the rich would oppress the poor, it told them of the vanity of riches; 


where the king tyranmized over his subjects, it shewed them how “all go 
to one place”; where ambition was aspiring, it checked it with reproof; 
where poverty was despairing, it ebeered it with hope: justice, charity, 
and hamanity first woke into life from the cradle of its doctrines, and from 
it the nations of the earth learned the basis of all true morality “ To love 
thy neighbour as thyself”. Well for them had they been content with the 
simple guide, well fer them had they not swerved from this even path; 
perchance, even“now we might have wondered at their magnificence, instead 
of mournfully musing on their downfal. 

But while their fait., which, though founded on our glorious original, 
became like their own eoia, gradually alloyed and debased, till it remained 
but ef little worth; could it have been’expected that the laws, which wit 
the faith they had borrowed, should not also have lost much of their early 
purity ; that the statutes which were framed in mercy and in kindpes, 
should now be inscribed in letters of blood. 


Look back to days of yore, when the exercise of military heroism ¥# 
considered equivalent to all other virtues—when the practice even of bel 
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was encouraged to improve the military stratagems—when to do the bidding 
Of an assassin chief was considered the testof obedience—when the mother 
watched with indifference her last child bleeding on the bier—when the father 
would sanction treachery in the son, as the means of gaining a town—when 
good citizens were banished because they were “ the just’—when friendship 
was sacrificed to ambition—when humanity would build a hospital for 
animals beside the burning pile of the widow—when liberality bestowed a 
thousand slaves to be massacred for the peuple’s sport—when prosperity 
gave a licence to luxury, and adversity to despair. 


These things did the antient nations admire and imitate; with them the 
object to be obtained was more thought of than the means of attaining it— 
and many a violation of right and justice was perpetrated under the culor of 
public good. But, though I do not wish to hide from you that many a crime 
was done also among our own ancestry, (‘or which they were deservedly 
punished) with them crimes were not dignified into virtues to be held up to 
the admiration of posterity. 


Without adverting to the form of dependance under which they were so 
long existing, namely, a theocracy, or government by God: I advance, in 
support of my assertion, their very peculiar code of laws, by which an 
improper thought was often equal to an improper deed—those commands 
which were directed to curb even an unlawful desire, by which, merely to 
wish for the property of others was mace equally culpable with thef ; 
where, even in heart, we were forbidden to hate our brother, much less to 
injure him, Our laws not only put checks on men’s conduct, but also on 
their opinions, and to this point 1 call your particular attention ; for, while 
the statutes of all other antient nations were regulated solely with a reference 


to outward circumstances, it was the Jewish code alone that made man 


responsible for the actions of his mind—and justly so, for it is in the power 
of all to curb their evil inclinations. 


At various periods, after the lapse of ages, when persecution dealt hardly 
with the Jew, we shall be able, in the progress of these discourses, to-shew 
you how in many instances the spirit of his moral doctrine has acted on and 
upheld him; even at present, is there a nation more noted than is ours for 
the exercise of compassivun and benevolence, the guiding principle of every 
moral virtue ? 


Without wishing to enter more at length into this subject at present, 


1 hope that what 1 have already shewn, will justify the proud claim | have 
assumed for the Jewish doctrine of morality. | 


Iv a former division of this discourse, my intention has been stated of 


availing myself of the valuable works of writers on this subject, which have 
of late so multiplied upor us, as to render my task comparatively but that 
of compilation, More particularly do I intend availing myself of the right of 


selection in the latter portion of my intended remarks. In all ages, and in — 


all countries, ethics, or the philosophy of morals has engaged the attention 
of the learned and the pious: my object 1s to seek for, and to impart know- 
ledge, and for this purpose I shall make use of the opinions of those good 


and pious men who have written on this topic, without regard to country or 


to creed—so that the streamlet be pure it shall not be rejected because it 
flows from a distant source. | 


Therefore, my dear young friends, ifin the course of after life, you may 
meet with the sentiments | am about to express to you, in the pages of 
various authors, do not accuse me of wi-hing to pass off as my own, tle 
wisdom of others; but, rather, that being solicitous for your advancement, 
I make bold to adopt their sentiments, which shall be imparted to you as 
instruction should always be given, in the plainest and most simple language, 
and as the historian, Rollin observes “ To adorn and enrich my own, I will 


be so ingenuous as to confess, that Ido not scruple, nor am [ ashamed to 


rife wherever I come, and that I often do not cite the authors whom 
I transcribe from, because of the liberty I take to make some slight 
alterations’’. | 

My purposes and views being now explained, I shall shortly commence 
the discourses to which this is intended as an introduction, and to which 
I hope to emgage your attention. Recollect that we are a wondrous nation. 
“Tlook upon this people” observes an eminent writer “with astonishment 
and reverence, they are living proofs of faith, most antient and most 
interesting to mankind; wherever we have a Jew on the face of the earth, 
there we have a man whose testimony and whose conduct connect the 
present with the memory of all time.” 


Recollect that ours are the annals of events, that may he said to combine 
the records of earth with the history of the heavens; with all the poerry of 
romance, yet with all the beauty of truth, we are at once shewn as lights to 
virtue, and beacons against vice; thus, while our doctrine has been received 


as the world’s purest precept, our history has been adopted as the world’s 
noblest example. 


(To be continued ) 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
Sir, 

In addressing the following sentiments to you for insertion in 
your valuable periodical, I feel it due to your station that I should conclude 
them with an authenticated and avowed signature, in order, at once, to 
exonerate you from any participation in the principles they disseminate, 
either as regards your position as editor, or in any other vapacity in which 
you may be placed, spiritually or temporally, in the community of which 
Tam, myself, but a very humble member. It is not without great reluctance 
that I venture to tread upon the hallowed ground of my present subject, 
feeling sensibly the importance involved in the power it possesses of conferring 
either happiness or misery upon the future condition of our nition. I cannot, 
however, find a medium of communication whereby | may more readily 
meet correction if | venture to assert anything net justified by a strict 
adherence to the faith of our ancestors, while at the same time it may be 
calculated to meet the exigencies of the present times, and the varied cir- 
cumstances under which we at present exist as a religious community. The 
policy of the laws of nations is not always compatible with the principle 
of religious tenets, and in numerous instances does this argument apply as 
regards our own peculiar creed and the legislature of the country to whic! 
we owe allegiance: in no one example is this incempatible state of our own 
laws compared to those of the government, more conspicuous than in the 
case of OAM, so. indefinitely described as an “ Ascama” of the Portuzueve 
congregation, and so little understood by those for whose guidance it was a 
long time since adopted. It is admitted on all sides that its pains aid 
penalties could not be effectually carried out in the present enlightened state 
of society, and that the Jaws of the country which permit no restrictive furee 
upon religious conscience, would not tolerate its enactment. What then are 
its consequences ? Positive evil only. It may inflict ruin, but it never can 
achieve good. The grand object for which it was introduced into that Ascama — 


was to become the indissoluble tie by which the community should be 


cemented together; but I would ask if it has led to this desirable attain- 
ment?! experience tells us that it has not even ina passive state; what then 
will be its elect in an active and unbounded one? Why, to suh-divide the 
community into so many minute particles as would amount to almost total 
annihilation. Would it be believed, if generally told, that an individual 
placed under the pains and penalties of this obnoxious law, is of so con- 
taminating a cast, that another observed discoursing with him, or known to 
invite him to his table, or uniting with him in any transaction of business or 
civil intercourse, immediately becomes amenable to its expansive force, and 
liable to all the pains and penalties of its operation? And yet, sir, I would 
appeal to the good sense and good feeling of every reflecting member of the 
congregation to know if it is his wtention, either in a social or interested 
point of view, to repudiate all acquaintznce with gentlemen whose moral 
rectitude is unimpeachable? and if not, whether (supposing that the routine 
of daily intercourse be passed over and tolerated by non-observance) he will 
not, with the laws of Of} hanging in terrorem over him, feel his 
conscience smite him for the transgression of am important and religi 

obligation ? The most zealous advocates for this law approve of it oaly ig 
one light, and that is as the means by which they would bind us together 
(1 am now speaking in reference to the Portuguese community only) and 


enforce the observance of our religious worship in the ancient synagogue of 


Dwr Ww" and thereby prevent the erecticn of any other; but, even 
in this point of view, recent circumstances shew us that its effect has been 
more of evil than of good, and that we shall have further to lament the con- 
sequences of its future existence, except under a vast modification of 
its severity. The fear that a discreet revision of its power will occasion 
any desertion from our present synagogue by those who reside a few 
miles, from its vicinity, is a groundless one if a true spirit of religious 
devotion pervade their hearts with equal sincerity to that which appears te 
prompt their outward shew. The unbounded merits of the one true God 
are manifest in all his wosks; His all-seeing eye—His omnipresence ang 
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omnipotent protection follow us jn all our steps, and wherever we offer up 


our orisons, sincerity of purpose may render them worthy of acceptance; oat 
will not His scrutinizing power distinguish that shallow devoutness which in 
its anxious care to provide for personal convenience, evilices at the same 
time a strong tendency to disse ver the union of His holy people? Donbe- 
less then we have little to apprehend from the probability of separation, but 
in order to remove every suspicion of that kind, and at the same time to give 
a prescribed limit to the effect of this law of HAM, which if once promul- 
gated in its present form, must like the electric fluid dart its hold on every 
object as a conductor of its virulence ; it is my intention to submit for 
adoption tie underwritten law as an Ascama of the Yehidim of the haal to 
which it refers; and I sincerely entreat the calm and deliberate considera- 
tion of every member, before the moment arrives when he will be called 
upon to decide by his individual vote whether he will at once redeem himself 
from the thraldom arising from the probable imputation of a supposed 
delinquency, or otherwise render itfnecessary for himself to become an almost 
isolated being in his community, lest the contingenciesgof social or commer- 
cial intercourse bring him in contact with jothers over whose religious 
opinions he can have no control. Let him remember that in the decision of 
this question, he should follow no other dictates than those arising out of a 
self-conviction of his own purity of intention, and that every action of his 
life is mixed up with its consequences ; but above all let him remember 
that any subtlety exercised to mislead him in the proper direction of his 
efforts, is an additional sin against Hleaven and man. I forbear to trespass 
further on your space, fully assured that reason will always yield to the 
conviction arising out of truth, honesty and religious enlightenment. 


I remain, dear Sir, your's very truly, 


Shi bat, 5602. J. DIAS, 


Copy of law referred to as above. 


That in all cases where any individual, member of the congregation, may 
by any act on his own part, or by any infringement of the Ascamot, or by 
any act of disobedience to the Jsame, be deemed to have incurred the 
penalties of HM]: that such penalties, or the judgment thereof, shall not 
extend beyond the individual or individuals immediately committing such 
act of infringement or disobedience; and in all such cises, it shall not in 
future be deemed an act incurring the penalties or judgment of oan. on 
fhe part of efhers not participating in such acts of infringement or disobedi- 
ence on account of their not muking the same known, nor on account. of 
their holding intercourse or communication (not religiously considered), nor 
for their uniting in any transaction of ordinary business with any individual 
or individuals who may, for any act or acts committed on his or their own 
parts, have incurred thefpenalties of BF}. notwithstanding any Ascama to 
the contrary in existence, »And this Ascama does alsv annul and} abrogate 
any portion of former Ascamot which may have a contrary tendency or 
effect to the present Ascama ; the same being toestab! -h peace and harmony 
in our holy congregation. And that from and after the passing of this presi nt 
Ascama, it shall net be deemed lawful for the elders of the congregation to 
condemn any individual or individuals in the penaities or judgment Us obs hee 
without such condemnation or judgment be also duly contirmed aud ratified 
at a meeting of the Yehidim, specially convened for such purpose, and in all 
such cases the extent of penalties inflicted onthe parties shail also require 
the confirmation and ratification of the same authority in general meeting 
lawfully assembled. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JESISIL CHRONICLE. 


»Srn,—The excellent remarks of your correspondent, A, A. L., inserted in 
No. 10, of the Chronicle, induces me to venture a few obs rvations on a 
subject of such vast importance es that alluded to by him. The establishment 
of a College to teach religious truths must be hailed with approval by all; 
‘ut is nothing more required ? let me trespass on your columns by referring, 
as briefly as the circumstances will permit, to the social and intellectual 
cond tion of the great mass of our people, and | presume it will be acknow- 
fledged there is much more requisite. To teach man to become in its 
theological sense a good member of society is undoubtedly of much moment, 
but the teaching man to become useful to his fellow man must never ieless 

Le dost sight of. 


~ 


‘Our social condition at the present,time is immeasurably superior to that 
of any former period of our History in England, much of this may be 
attributed to the improvement in our mental faculties, more to the advance- 
ment of knowledge among our neighbours. Education has been abroad 
with giant strides, and has destroyed for ever the fetters which ignorance 
and prejudice had placed,around us; the fight has been long and arduous, 
but the victory has heen achieved, and the mists enveloping us are} fading 
slowly but as surely as the darkness of the night is d ispelled by the coming 
of the day. But how much of this do we owe to our own acquirements ? 
Alas! but little ; until the last few years there has existe d an apathy among 
us, while all around ,us have beenjexhibiting the advantages they have 
obtained by exertion. We alone are hardly changed ; the improvement we 
have manifested has been rather the result of our intercourse with others, 
than of our own application. Oh, Sir, it is tog be fervently rejoiced at that 
we are at length emerging from this clirysalis state in which we have per- 
mitted ourselves so long to be shrouded ; let jus [then energetically to. our 
task, it is not mediocrity with which we should be content; our aim 
must be nobler, aud the hope of being able to achieve greater things, even 


though we may occasionally fail, will eventually euable us to do many 


useful ones. 


As A. A. L. truly observes, “it is lamentable to see the want of general 
information existing among the Jews, more especially among the working 
classes :” it is indeed saddening to reflect that while information is placed 
within the reach of all, this should be permitted. A great mental 
reyeneration must take place, but there is a prejudice among us yet to be 
overcome, 1 mean that which would ‘oppose any education unless a purely 
Let us hope that nothing like intolerance. will hinder the 
accomplishment of a great ‘work ;} let those philanthropists, who, although 
sometimes mistaken, really love their humbler brethren, and have ever been 
ready to ameliorate their condition, pass one short evening amidst their 
amusements and they will wituess what perhaps was little dreamed of in their 
The establishment of an institution wherein literature and 


religious one. 


philosophy. 
science Would be taught, would do more to attain the wished for position, 
than at first sight may appear: the foundation of these societies has effected 
a great revolution in the affairs of the working classes. The public-house is 
not now suv resoried to as formeriy, aud the same men who years back 
wallowed in drunkenness and vice, now learn to know themselves, and to 
listen with delight to the beauties and wonders of God’s works, Aa institu- 
tion of this kind could not fail of success: a little more than thirty years 
Lack there was not one iu existence. At this period there exists more than 
two hundred, supported by every class of imdivduals except the Jews. ‘This 
moral brand should be removed from us, aud the time is come when we 
ought to furnish some attraction to compete with that of the gaming tables, 
and the concert room, While towns, the whole population of which does 
not exceed three thousand, support tceir institutions, it is preposterous 1) 
suppose that, once started, one would not succeed with us; ought we not at 
least attempt it. The boon we should be conferring is not a trifling one, it 
isnot a gift that when once bestowed can be easily lost; once let the seed 


be sown the fruit must be goodly. In advocating this, Lan not advocating 


a visionaay scheme, but one that should be weighed by every Jew. [ am 
certain that it can easily be effected, and when effected it must be eminently 
successful, The number of Jews in England distinguished for their attain- 
ments :s unfortunately too few ; how know we what we may yet accomplish ? 
what names, what greatness, now exist hidden amung us? England’s 
useful men have not wholly emanated from lordly houses ; they have not all 
attained their honors by studies in the halls of colleges ; no! but from the 
lowly, and t'e humble have they sprung. Let us then assume a new exisi- 
ence; let us devote a portion of our time to the endeavour to teach our 
brethien what they ought to be; let us impress upon their minds the ancient 
cl ories of our race; let us shew them the value of what we would have 
them possess ; let us depict to them the appearance of their children, whose 
countenances glowing with the enthusiasm of knowledge, would give 
increased beauty to a hearth rendered a jhappy one from being surrounded 
by them, while the partners of their bosoms no longer unintellectual automa- 
tons, having learnt the secret of “ How to make home; happy,” would 
become the means of rendering their-condition indeed ablessed one.” 


Your obedient servant, 
s.V 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 

The greatest enemy to the perfection, as well as to the temporal and'exter- 
nal welfare of the human race is ignorance. We find the mind is governed 
alike by virtue and vice : it is therefore evident that it depends entirely on 
the cultivation it receives, whether good or cvil is to predominate; it then 
follows thatyif the latent powers of reason be roused by proper instruction, 
and guided by the light of the divine laws, man’s actions will be good : the 
wore he becomes acquainted with the power, wisdom, and beneficence of 
his Creator, the better he understands the revealed will of his God. On 
the contrary, if the powers of reason are allowed to remain dormant for want 
of proper instruction in the divine law he cannot be good. The awe and 
jove with which he should contemplate the Creator of the universe find no 
room in his benighted mind. He follows the impulse of lis evil imagina- 
tions until he discovers, too late, that he has known no happiness here, and 
may not hope for any hereafter, 

It must be admitted as too true that unfortunately the system of educating 
our youth is inimical to their beinz trained in the true faith of Israel. 
larents in general are more particularly careful to give their children what 
5 called a classical education, while they are totally indifferent to having 
them taught to understand Jewish theology, whereby they would learn to 
appreciate the beauties of Hebrew literature, and which would lead them 
to a true knowledge of their Creator and his laws. It is to be regretted, 
that with few exceptions, there are very few know more of Hebrew than will 
enable them to read their prayers, and that without understanding them. 
it is, perhaps, also true that we are in want of proper seminaries and teachers, 
which is pleaded as an excuse by some parents for sending their children to 


Christian schools. By this they entail on themselves one of the greatest » 


sins that they will have to answer for on the great day of judgment, as it 
is written, “and these words which I command thee this day shall be in 
thine heart, and thou shalt diligently teach them unto thy children.” Alas! 
jis it not a direct violation of this commandment to place their offspring 
where, if a directly different creed is not taught, their own must be 
totally corrupted, | 

Ought not these factsto convince every true Israelite of the absolute neces- 
sity of forwarding the views of those gentlemen who are so laudably employed 
in endeavouring to establish.the proposed college? Much good is to be 
anticipated from their efforts being carried into effect, and 1 do hope all 
heads of families will joyfully hail so valuable an institution as that which 
opens its doors for the future happiness -f their offspring, The subject has 
been so ably advocated and laid before the public by the projectors, that it 
would be useless to dwell on its merits, further than earnestly to eutreat 
all the cong) egations to give it their most liberal and cordial support, in 
order to accomplish so desirable an end. Then may we hope to see the 
child trained in the way it should go, and walking in the fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of wisdom. [| trust the final arrangements will be 
such as to make it a national college, without the distinction which has 
existed but too long between the German and Port. quese congregations. 
We are all the sons of Israel, and as such are equally God's chosen people ; 
there cannot, therefore, neither should there, be any difference: but on the 
contrary, it would be well, if it were practicable, te unite all our institutions 
tor the benefit of the Jewish nation in general. 

_The want of employ drives many a youth from his religion, as there are 
iv0 many emissarics about anxious to decoy theay-with promises of providing 
them with the means of gaining their livelihood in the hopes of conve:ting 
them; should we not firmly resolve to find employment for our deserving 
youths, and otherwise seek to “support each other in every way we can. 
Then uot only would there be no fear of peserving our holy religion, but 
we shonld become an independent body, commanding respect om other 
nations, and hoping to have realized the blessings promised us by the 
Almighty in Deut. chap. 28, verse 1, 19. 

‘The example of parents in a great measure guides the moral aed religious 
conduct of their children; is it not painful to see the want of that example 
among us, both in the observance of our ceremonies, as well as in a regular 
attendance at divine worship. Let us look around our synagogue, and the 
startling truth is too glaring. 
follow that the child will walk in the path of its parent. no les 
a duty incumbent on the father to show a good example, without which it is 
not to be hoped that the rising generativn will retain that zeal for our holy 


Yet it is no less 


T am willing to admit that it does not alway 


religion, which can give the hope of enjoying the future state. It may be 
argued that holy writ tells us wherever we call on the Lord with a true heart 

he will hear ys: but remember that means only when we are unavoidably 

prevented attending synagogue : for we are expressly commanded in Deut. 
chap. 12, v. 3 to 8, to bring all our offerings to the place where God shal! 

choose to place his name, and “ there he will bless thee.” It is therefore 
obligatory on us to offer up our prayers to the Almighty io the holy syna- 
gogue. This is a reform wanted, and it is disgraceful to the sons of Israel} 
to see other nations excel us ir. the performance of a duty of which we, as 
God's chosen people, ought to be the first to shew the example. Parents 
seriously reflect on the great responsibility you are answerable for, and use 
every eflort to instil into the minds of your children the love of tie Lord, 
and the observance-of his laws ; as it is said in Deut, chap. 12, verse 18, 
“ Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go 
well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest 
that which is right in the sight of the Lord thy God.* 


M. 


4 

tO THE WARDENS OF THE "SEVERAL CONGREGATIONS ‘Op 
JEWS IN THE UNITEDZKINGDOM, 


(Particularly those in the Metropolis. )° 


- 


“The rich and the poor meet together, the Lord is the maker of them ali.” 
Proverbs, c. 22, v. 2. 


GENTLEMEN,—I beg to call your attention to a subject, the importance 
of which was never more apparent than at the present moment, when distress 
in its worst shape, is stalking, like death upon the field of battle, among us. 
Our charities are already numerous, nére so in proportion to our numbers. 
than those of any other body of people in the woild ; but alas! poverty is 
euill rife among us, and many of the humbler of our brethren, whose energies 
are exhausted by disease, or wasted by age, would starve but for the benefi- 
cence of a few private individuals; and even this is a source from which, 
in the country, no good can be derived ; for there the wealthy are few as 
the thin hairs upon the temples of the old, the needy numerous as the sand 
upon the sea shore. It is a proud boast of the Jews injEngland that they 
maintain their own poor, that those whom it has pleased Providence to 
affict with poverty can obtain relief from iastitutions of their own, without 
seeking aid from those of other religions ; but with all this before us we have 
no poor house, no refuge for the destitute, sim.lar to those existing among 
Christians: and it is to the formation of an institution of this nature that J 
would entreat your atteation. An appeal on behalf of the distressed Jews in 
the metropolis has been made by the Philo-Judwan society, surely we might 
prevent the recurrence of such a proceeding; surely the money annually spent 
in private charity to the few, might with more justice be publicly given to the 
inany. [na Norwich, lately, three or four Jews have died in the Christian 
workhouse; in London, a fortnight since, a boy aged twelve died from uttes 
starvation: might not this dreadful state .of things bs remedied ! ln 
Holland, where our bretiren are numerous, mo parallel case can be cited : 
Amsterdam, and Rotterdam. have their hospitals and asylums igte which 
every Jew, destitute of the means of support, can claim admittance asa right, 
without previously subjecting himself to the uncertainty of an election ; 
the success of which in London depends more on the influence of the 
parties interesting themselves in behalf of the applicant, than on his own 
necessities. It may be asked how such an institution as the one | propose 
could be maintained. 1 answer, that as every congregation would have 
an equal share in its welfage, so every member should be called upon to 
contribute towards it, by being taxed in proportion to his annual payment 
to his synagogue. Christians are passed to their parishes in al! parts of 
the kingdom, why might dt Jews in the same manoer be sent to London, 
which forming the centre of our nation in England, Might possess an 
asylum open to the poor of all, as it is supported by all. Trasting that 
I shall not be deemed presumptuous in thus addressing you, and that 
some geutlemea en towed with*sufficient means will ‘exert io 

further what have Jveatured to propose. 


lam, your humble servant, 


A. 


29, Lion Street 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT ENGLAND. 
(To be Continued Weekly.) 
Dover.—An ancient borough in Kent, seventy-one miles from London, 
is the port nearest to France. The market days are Wednesday and Saturday. 
(iur brethren are not numerous here, there being but eight families, who are 


principally shopkeepers. The congregation was established upwards of 


seventy yeara ago, by the late Samuel Moses, E. Goldsmil, and E. 


Polack, Esqs., gentlemen who were inthe habit of visiting Dover during the 
summer: but owing to the smallness of the community prayers were said in 
a room, there not being sufficient funds to erect a synagogue. This continued 
till 1833, when they found means to obtain a place suited for a house of 


prayer, at a very small annual rent; and with the assistance of David 


Salomons, J. Emanuel. and A. Worms, Esqrs., the interior was fitted up 
in a neat and appropriate manner. The synagogue is in Hawksbury Street, 
hut there is not yet a burial-ground: the dead are therefore interred at 
Canterbury, (a distance of sixteen miles.) ‘The business of this congregation 
is principally transacted by the Rey. J. R. Cohen, who fills the offices of 
Kteacer, Honoiary Secretary, and Registrar of Marriages, &c., and at the 
same time is Ilead Master of a classical and mathematical boarding sci.ool 


of some celebiity. The officers for the present year are M. Moses, and 
B. Nathan, Esqrs., Wardens. 


—_— 


— 


~ 


Mr. Sulomon dacobs delivered a lecture on Saturday last to a numerous 
audience. We considered this discourse .as the least effective, ag far as 
declamation and originality of idea were concerned; but decidedly the one 
containing most sound argument: the allusions to those who reject the 
talmud were spirited and appropriate; and though in common with many 
others who were present, we regret that the garb of language in which the 
lecture was dressed was not ormamental, uor perhaps at all times effective, 
still there was that beneath “ which passeth show,” the promise of greater 
things. We understand it is the intention of the officers to order the doors 
to be locked immediately after the commencement of the lecture to prevent 


disturbance, and a recurrence of conduct such as disgraced some persons on 
Saturday last. ° | 


Rabbi Aaron will lecture in the hall of the Great Synagogue to-morrow. 


We understand that Louis Lucas, Esq., has consented to accept the office 
of President of the Jews’ Free School, for the ensuing year, IL. Cohen, and 
N. De Rothschild, Esqrs., are the new Vice Presidents. Isaac Cohen, and 
J. A. Joseph, Esqrs., remain Treasurers. We are likewise informed that 
Mr. H. A. Henry, many years waster of this establishment, has applied for 
and obtained permission to become a candidate for the situation of |ITI 0 
the Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s l’late. 


The Society of Poor Creatures, whose weekly meetings assemble every 


_ Thursday at Mr. 8S. Joseph’s Coffee House, St. James’ Place, last week 


distributed its annual quantity of Bread and Coals, vyiz., eight hundred 41b. 
loaves of the former, and twenty tons of the latter. 


Exeter. On Tuesday, the @5th ult. in honour of the day, the poor Israelites 


of this city were eaeh provided by their more fortunate brethren with a good 
meal of meat and bread, together with a shilling in money. 


We have the pleasure to announce the following additional donations to 
the Schvol for Adult Jewish Females: A. A. Goldsmid, Esq., £1.; D. Q. 
Henriques, Esq., 10s. 6d, ; Mrs. Henriques, 10s. 6d.; Miss Micholls, 10s. 0d. 


Constantinop_e. Dec. 17.—The Porte has decided, whatever may be 
the consequences, not to recognize Alexander, as Bishop of Jerusalem. 
The obstacles to the accomplishment of his Apostolic mission are said to 


arise in Paris, Vienna and St. Petersburg. 
> 


His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex gave a grand dejeune, on Tuesday 
last, at Kensington Palace, to Ilis Majesty the King of Prussia, with the 
members of the Royal Family and nobility ; the following were also invited 
aad were in attendance, Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore; Sir I. L. Gold- 


smid; Dladame de Rothschild; D. Salomons, Esq.; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Lionel de Rothschild. 


We have had the pleasure of tasting and thereby testing the quality of 
the soup upon which the childven of the Portuguese Infant School are regaled 
twice a week; and while passing our encomiums on the same, we take 
the opportunity of correcting an error in our sketch of this establishment, 
which appeared in No. 11, of this publication. We should have stated that 
the children of this school in conjunction with all the others, amounting to 
upwards of Two Hundred, are indebted for this repast to the kind personal 
exertions of Mrs, B. Lindo; who not only obtained the meaus to effect her 
object, by the aid of a select number of private friends, but also gives her 


indefatigable exertions towards superintending the preparations and supply 
of the same. 


ANSWER TO THE ENIGMA IN OUR LAST. 


Ask Mordan, and Perry, and Gillott, and Diott, 

' Ask thousands of hawkers, and sure they’ll deny not, 
That though qui/é in our offices once did appear, 
Steel now decks the top of each clerical ear ; 

And likewise, I calculate, everywhere fills, 
The place that was held by the answer—by qui/le. 


The Quarterly election of the Widows’ Pension Society, held {at the (Box 


Tree, Gravel Lane, Houndsditch, for two widow pensioners, will take place 
on Sunday next. | : 


— 


~ An election will take place on Sunday, March 6th, at the Philanthropic 


Society, for two widows, who are to receive five shillings per week for twelve 
months. 


The Leipsic papers, announce the perfect recovery of Baron Anselm de 
Rothschild, from his late indisposition. 


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK. 3 
* Saturday 2th Shebath—Feb. Sth, Section of Law 
to beread Exodus, c.21, v. Exod. & 30, v. 18, Ger. 


Hlaphtoroth-- Kings, c. 11. v. 15.’ Sab. goes out 41 min, after 5 
Thursday  » 30th. 10th 


Fidayy VIN » Ist. 11th. 
Sabbath half-past Four o’Clock. 7 

* This Sabbath is termed Shekalem, for on it were ordered to be gathered 
the DW PVP at this time of the year.—Exodus, c. 30. v. 13, 


TO CURRESPONDENTS, 
Architrace —We have already several articles on the subject. 
M.—Will much oblige us by giving his name, as we are not in fairness 
bound to answer for all the opinions we insert, nor indeed can we. 
E. M.—The article is too long for present use. Some future time perhaps. 
 Lady.—We have already several letters upon the subject 
X. Y. Z.—The two letters of our fair correspondent have so marked a 
-- tendeney to lead to further remarks that we beg to be excused inserting them, 
they are a little beyond the mark, though hit at the mark. . 
A Jew, (G. J. L.\—As early as possible, we are at present overstocked,| 
A. M, G’s verses are not turned morally enough. They are good, but 
were we to insert them we should open the door to poetry of all kinds. 
D. 4.—We shall, perhaps, make use of the arguments. 
I. M. M’s Webrew will not suit us. - 
Kk. S.—The prayer though beautiful, is not adapted for our columas. 
Heben.—We shall insert the lines as early as possible. 
A Tale, entitled “The Autobiography of a Jewish Gentleman,” will be 
commenced in our next. 


J. ).—On “ Charity and Benevolence,” is unavoidably deferred for want 
of space. 
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